To explore the relationship between the importance of African Studies programs and the acquisition of African imprint titles in four selected American academic libraries.
Introduction
The purpose of the study is to explore the relationship between African Studies programs and the acquisition of African imprints in four selected American academic libraries. The authors examine the relative strength of programs in four universities known for their collections in Africans Studies.
They describe the programs and the collections that support them with an emphasis upon the importance of monographs published in Africa. They provide comparative information on the four programs including faculty size, course offerings, and number of dissertations. The authors selected the following four universities that are known for their excellence in Africana Studies: the University of California at Los Angeles (UCLA), Northwestern University, Yale University, and Michigan State University (MSU). Data collection for the study included searching the OPAC's of the four selected institutions for holdings of four major African presses, comparison of these holdings with the number of available titles in WorldCat, an open ended questionnaire, Web site searches of the institutions for faculty size and course listings, and dissertation production for the last ten years.
Brief History of African Studies
The discipline of African Studies covers the study of the African continent in general and includes history, politics, culture, literature, religion, and economics. Africa has 52 different countries. The African Union (http://www.africa-union.org/) is a loose continental organization. The African Union evolved from the Organization of the African Unity that was established in 1963 in the Ethiopian capital, Addis Ababa. African Studies deals not only with African history, culture, and politics but also with complex geographic and political orientations.
The history of Africa and African Studies has both internal and external dynamics. Africa was not isolated from the world even as far back as the ancient Greek and Roman civilizations. The ancient
Greeks had trade and diplomatic links with Egypt and the Axumite kingdom (in what is now
Ethiopia). (Munro-Hay, 1991) The Romans had trade and military relations with the Nubian kingdoms in northeast Africa (present Sudan) and added much of northern Africa to the Roman Empire. (Thompson, 1969) There are ample references by ancient writers to Africa. Among other writers, Herodotus discussed Egypt and its influence on Greece and "Ethiopia." Herodotus writes about the "Ethiopians" that "their laws and customs are peculiar to themselves, and the strangest is the method they have of choosing for their king the man whom they judge to be the tallest, and strong in proportion to his height." (Herodotus, 1972, p. 211) The history of Africa and its development fundamentally changed with the emergence of nationstates and industrialization in Europe. When Europeans ventured into Africa in the 15 th and 16 th centuries, it was not for diplomatic and cultural reasons but to facilitate the forcible transportation of millions of Africans to the New World. As W. E. B. Du Bois put it: "Nothing which has happened to man in modern times has been more significant than the buying and selling of human beings out of Africa into America from 1441 to 1870." (Du Bois, 1965, p. 44 With the coming of independence and African nationalism, many academics in North America and Europe became interested in African history, politics, culture, literature, and religion. Unlike during the pre-colonial or colonial era, these scholars were interested in studying African society and history with an open mind and with relative objectivity. Examples of such historians were Jan Vansina (1965) and Walter Rodney (1972) Political scientists attempted to apply modernization and development theories. (Apter, 1963) (Andrzejewski, Tyloch, 1985) Research libraries in North America reflected these changes by turning their collecting interests to materials published in Africa while continuing to collect imprints on African subjects from Europe and North America. The study below will provide evidence of this changed focus since the 1960's.
Background on Collecting Africana in American Research Libraries
With rise of African nationalism in the 1950's, interest in Africa in the U.S. increased partly because of the significant African-American population in the U.S. and also because of U.S. foreign policy interests in Africa to combat its principal rival, the Soviet Union. In 1954, Northwestern
University established a separate library for African Studies, the Herskovits Library of African Studies. This library became "the largest separate collection of Africana in existence." (Northwestern University website http://www.northwestern.edu/african-studies/herskovits.html )
Other universities also started collecting African Studies material. This is not to suggest that there were no existing resources related to Africa in American research libraries before this time; but, until the emergence of African struggle for independence, African history was simply part of colonial history.
A major challenge to the emerging Africana librarians was acquiring materials published in Africa.
Traditional vendors such as Blackwell, Yankee Book Peddler, and others made readily available materials published in North America and Europe. No established vendors covered the whole African continent. In addition, the publishing environment in Africa was not strong. The authors, however, wish to stress that the history of publishing did not start with colonialism as some would suggest. The monasteries in Ethiopia and Eritrea had a long history of indigenous publication that goes back to the 6 th century A.D. Scholars and universities in Mali were publishing and engaging in religious and scholarly activities in the 14 th and 15 th centuries. But these endeavors were limited to church/mosque affiliated institutions and to the political elites. As Hans M. Zell states, it "was not until the early 19 th century that the book made its first real impact in sub-Saharan Africa, largely through the influence and activities of Christian missionaries." (Zell, 2003) Indeed, the weak publishing environment is also a factor in explaining limited vendor support at least as far as selling African published books and journals in North America and Europe. As Alfred Kagan succinctly put it: "Collecting Africana is unlike collecting most other materials because of the lack of well-known high-profile vendors and because of the low level of organization of much of the book trade in most of the countries of Africa." (Kagan, 1996) American research libraries do not extensively collect African materials. According to a study by University have a "joint approval plan to divide responsibility for their acquisitions from Africa systematically" to support "their combined programmatic and user needs" and to ensure "no topic of common interest falls through the cracks." (Swindler & Hill, 2004, p.26) 
Goals for the Descriptive Study
The authors examined Africana holdings in four selected academic libraries with particular emphasis on acquisitions from four Africa-based publishers and compared the results with faculty size, course offerings, and the number of doctoral dissertations.
Data Collection
The authors collected data in the following categories in order to evaluate the importance of African Studies in the four selected universities and the relationship between program strength and library collections:
• Faculty size;
• Number of Africa related courses;
• Number of PhD dissertations on African topics in the last ten years;
• An open-ended questionnaire sent to the librarians at the four institutions. Three librarians completed the questionnaire while one opted for a phone interview.
• Available statistics on collection support for African Studies
• Library holdings of the publications from four African publishers. Two presses are located in West Africa; one in East Africa; and one in South Africa;
Findings-Africana Studies Programs at the Four Universities
To evaluate the relative strength of the four programs, the authors counted the number of faculty, courses offered, and dissertations related to African Studies submitted in each university in the last ten years. The number of faculty and courses was gathered from the Web sites of these universities.;
Proquest Dissertations and Theses Abstracts provided information on the number of dissertations. The authors initially thought that a larger faculty would result in more dissertations submitted.
But Yale University has a higher number of dissertations than Northwestern although the faculty size at Yale is 25% smaller. Michigan State and UCLA have a larger number of dissertations, but it seems that UCLA has a much more robust African Studies program if one bases this judgment on the number of UCLA dissertations of the last ten years.
Findings-General Description of Africana Collections
To repeat, the four libraries with strong Africana collections selected for this study are:
• Herkovits Library of African Studies at Northwestern University;
• Africana collections at UCLA;
• Africana collection at Yale University; and
• Africana collection at Michigan State University Library.
• function to obtain an estimate of the number of total publications for the period from each publisher.
The result is only an estimate because is possible that publications exist that are not held by any library that reports holdings to WorldCat. He also removed obvious duplicates to get a more accurate count so that the total number of publications is around 10% less than the initial search results.
The total estimated number of publications for Ghana Universities Press was 217. The total number of titles available from the four publishers according to the WorldCat estimate was 551. Northwestern University had the best coverage at 477 (86.6%) followed by Yale at 410 (74.4%), UCLA at 396 (71.9%), and MSU at 367 (66.6%). The authors believe that this is excellent coverage for these four Africa publishers.
The above analysis indicates that the four research libraries have acquired a large share of the books published by the four selected publishers. Some of the differences among the four libraries may be due to unprocessed backlog material. It is unlikely that the differences are due to budget cuts or to changes in collection development policies. As for acquiring materials published in Africa, the survey results indicate that the Africana librarians at these institutions use vendors, publishers, and bookstores to obtain African imprints, with vendors as the main suppliers. As one librarian put it, "we get most from vendors who specialize in African imprints." According to the survey, some of the obstacles the Africana librarians face in acquiring African imprints include "lack of information about publications," poor communication, problems with banking/currency transactions, overpricing by some vendors, poor distribution within Africa, and high travel expenses for acquisition trips. The survey did not provide a consistent figure on the percentage of African imprints within the overall Africana collections in these institutions. In answering the survey, the Africana librarians estimated that the African imprint percentage of the total Africana collections ranged from 25% to 65%. Obtaining more accurate figures would be a fruitful future research project.
Conclusion
As the authors expected, the descriptive study indicates that the higher the African Studies faculty size and the more African Studies courses that are offered, the more likely it is that the libraries 
